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Havine, in a former number, 
mentioned several ways, in which 
people may be said to walk contra- 
ry toGod ; the writer would call 
the attention of his readers to a 
few other particulars on the same 
point : and then endeavor. to show 
that such couduct will bring down 
divine judgments upon the perpe- 
trators. A people walk conttary 
to God, when they speak against 
the doctrines of the guspel ; and 
against the ministers of the sance 
tuary, becaute they so plainly 
declare the truth as it is in.Jesus, 
The gospel was given to us,for our 
instruction in all those things ne- 
cessary for salvation. Therein 
God hath revealed his character ; 
the charactcr of man in innocen- 
cy ; the state of men as sinners, 
expoted to ruin, and the method 
of redemption by Jesus Christ.— 
These truths, and others necessa- 
rily connected with them, are 
brought to view inthe holy Bi- 
ble. ‘I'he whole scheme of sal- 
vation, from beginning to end, is 
calculated to humble the native 
pride of man, and to exalt free 


and sovereign grace. On this ace 
count, the depraved heart objects 
against it; and going about to 
establish a righteousness of its 
own, will not submit to the right- 
eousness of God. Those doce 
trines of the gospel, which exalt 
God, and humble. the creature, 
have always met with opposition 
from men of corrupt minds and 
immoral practice. Men of. this 
character have never been scarce ; 
but have been, at times, almost 
as numerous as the locusts of E- 
Sypt. 

The heralds of the cross are 
loaded with many odious epithets, 
for their faithful adherence. to the 
doctrines of their divine Master. 
This however is but a small evil 
they have to endure. compared 
with the sufferings their Lord un- 
derwent. Instead of being deter- 
red from delivering the messazes 
they are sent to proclaim, uhey 
should not count their lives dear, 
if they can finish their course 
with joy, “ and the ministry they 
have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace 
of God.” 

When people neglect to main- 
tain a preached go:pel they walk, 

i 





































































ds 


contrary unto God. That the 
gospel ministry is an in:titution 
of heaven. no one can rationally 
deny : and that it ought to be 
supported, by pecuniary aid, is 
equally plain from scripture. An 
aportle, having’ direct reference 
to the support of ministers, used 
the-e very significant expressions : 
** No man goeth a warfare, at his 
owncharges”’ If he ministereth 
to you in spiritual things, you 
are bound to upport him. with 
your temporal things: The la 
borer is worthy ot his hire.” 

It hath become tco much the 
fashion, in these days of licen- 
tiousness, to consider the sup 
port of a preached gospel, as of 
na consequence. ‘To pay any 
thing for its support to many is 
griveous. The demand God 
makes upon them, for this pur- 
pose, if they pay it at all,is the 
last they think of paying: and 
they imagine, perhaps, what some 
have had the hardihood to ex- 
press; that could they destroy all 
the mini:ters of the gospel, they 
should have excellent times.— 
Should any who read this, be of 
the “opinion ju:t mentioned, !et 
the writer request you to remem- 
ber, that the morning rose bright,’ 
and there was a prospect of a 
fine day, o gratify the wicked 
feelings of the inhabitants of Sod. 
om, when Lot left that devoted 
city. But, ala-! what was the 
evening ! ! 

One thing more, riutt be men: 
tioned. in'which people manifest- 
ly waik’contraty unto God, and 
that ts contemniog the holy Sab 
bath. or Lord’s Day = This day 
is axfully broken by multitudes 
amoog us: and it 1 an evil thar 
is making an alarming progress, 
wm 'thisland of light. We behoid 
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nurabers, every Lord’s Day, pur- 
suing their jogrneys ; and others, 
attending to their various occupa- 
tions; or sauntering about from 
house to house, and from field to 
field. 

It is time for christians to 
awake; to be alive in the cause 
of religion, and to use all their 
icfluence to check the growing 
evil. We have good laws upon 
the subject. Why then is there 
so much:¢abbath breaking? We 
allknew why. ‘fhe laws are not 
executed; and it is equally welt 
known why they arenot The 
melancholly and lamentable trvfth° 
is, magistrates and civil officers 
neglect to do what they are under 
the solémn oath of office to per-° 


form. 


There was atithe, when the 
law on this’ subject was, in some 
good measure,regarded, and it is 
devoutly to.be desired that such 
a time might soon return; that 
civil officers and others might 
feel the im >ortance, both in a re- 
ligious and political point of view, 
of a due observation: of the Sab- 
bath, and govern themselves ac- 
cordingly. . 

For people to walk contrary to. 
God, will bring down.upon them 
divine judgments, Every come 
mand of God is reasonable, and 
ought to be conscientiously obey- 
ed. As all his requirements 
were dictated by benevolence, it 
ishigkly displeasing to God to. 
have them disregarded; and 
whatever conduct of men 1s diss 
pleaing to God hath a direct 
tendeney to bring down upon 
them, his judgments. ‘This is 
not only evident from the sacred 
scrip'ures but from fact. The 
truth of God stands pledged for 
suc a consequence. ‘ It ye 
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walk contrary unto me, and will 
snot hearken unto me, I will bring 
seven times more plagues upon 
you according to your sins.’’— 
This declaration was fulfilled, up- 
on the people to whom it was 
made. 

With nations as with individu- 
als, God waiteth long. But 
when they have filed up the 
mea ure of their iniquity, wrath 
will come upon thei to the ut- 
termost, 

‘Lock at the nations of Europe, 
and you will find those that have 
been most notoriou: for their per- 
secution of christians, and most 
bitter against the regl truths of 
the gospel, have been made to 
drink the largest portions of his in- 
dignations.” “He hath given 
them blood to drink, for they are 
«worthy.”” 

When we review seasons that 
are pat, we can discover much of 
divine zoodness manifested to the 
inhabiiants of this land ; and even 
now, through the gloom, that 
overspreads uS, we can di:cern 
some tokens for good. 

Ii is, however, a melancholly 
truth, that, as a people, we have 
‘been too unmindful of cur de- 
pendence on God, and of our ob- 
ligation to acknowledge him in 
our ways, that he may graciously 
direct our steps. 

The Bibie is grossly neglected 
in our land. Its inst:Uciion: are 
not sufficiently regarded. From 
this sacred fountain, ruler? mizht 
obtain much usetul knowledge 
respecting their duty, would they 
but duly search it. -It would 
teach them to carry their people, 
on their hearts, to the throne of 
grace, not in their own names, but 
in the name of the great Media- 
-tpr, Jesus Christ, aad plead wuh 
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God on their behalf. From the 
Same uncorrupted source of truth, 
people ought to craw all their in- 
structions. But when they leave 
the directions of God’s word, and 
follow they know not what, ia any 
of their public or private transac- 
tions, they will plunge into dif_i- 
culty. A dereliction of the di- 
rections contained in the Bible 
respecting religion and civil poli- 
cy is one of the crying sins of the 
land, and one for which we are 
now experiencing the sore judg- 
ments of heaven. 

For our profanation of the 
name of God ; for our perjury, 
intemperance, falsehood ; for our 
ill will towards our brethren of 
the human race ; for denying to 
others the rights and privileges 
we claim ourselves ; for our neg- 
lect of family government, in- 
struction and religion ; for our 
regiect of maintaining a preach- 
ed gospel, and for Sabbath break- 
ing, our land mourns. God is 
hiding hts face from our good ; 
and he is sorely chastizing us, ac- 
cording to his ancient “declara- 
tion; % And I will bring a 
sword upon you, that shall avenge 
the quarrel of my covenant ; and 
when ye are gathered together 
within your cities, I will send the 
pestitence among you; and ye 
shail be deliveréd into the hand 
of the enemny.”’ 

By the various ways in which 
we, in this land, have been watk- 
ing contrary uato Goud, we have 
provoked him to tavolve us in 
the dire calamity of war; asa 
just punishment for our wicked 
departures from him. And it 
highly becomes us to be humble, 
under a realizing sense of our mul- 


tiplied ¢ end aggravated ¢ sins ag gainst 
God, 


y 


68 On sundry prevailing Sins. 


People are apt to overlook the 
procuring cause of the evil» they 
experieree. They are not willin g 
to admit that their own ‘ins have 
procured the calamitie3 they suf- 
fer. While this is the natural 
disposition sof the unhumbled 
heart, it is otherwise with those, 
who have cordially adopted the 
religion of the Bible, 

_ For our impieties ; for our for- 
saking the God of our Fathers— 
abusing the blessings he hath so 
liberally bestowed on us, as a peo- 
ple; for our placing too much 
confidence in our own wisdom and 
strength; and for many other 
provocations, God is chastizing 
us with various calamities. 

While our nation is groaning 
under the scourges of war, pesti- 
Jence, and cevere privations ; and 
the awful evils necessarily atten- 
dant on such a state of things, it 
is believed that many, who are 
branded with being enemies to 
their country, are sighing and ery- 
ing for the abominations of the 
land, which have brought down 
these evils upon us : and who 
are waney to ask, Is there no pros- 
pect that peace may again be re- 
stored to our bleeding iand ? 

If we desire to have the judg- 
ments we feel removed, we must 
remove the cause, which has pro- 
cured them ; we must become a 
penitent, reformed, obedient, and 
tighteous people. “ Righteous 
ness exalteth a ration ; but sin is 
a reproach to any people.” 

‘Those, who have hitherto neg- 
lected their bibles, must search 
them with a hearty desire to know 
and practise every duty they owe 
to God, to their neighbor, and to 
themselves. 

Those, who have been gui'ty 
of the awful sin of profaning the 
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name of God, must become seri- 
ous, and let their ‘ yea be yea, 
and their nay, nay.” 

Those, who do not fear to 
swear falsely, must possess a dif- 
ferent disposition, and cease not 
to speak the truth on all occasions. 

Those, who.are guilty of in- 
temperance, must ceace to abu:e 
the bounties of providence, and 
no more make them fuel to feed 
their lusts; ‘ but whether they 
eat, or drink, or whatever .they 
do, they must do all to the glory 
of God.”’ 

The spirit of ill-will and enmi- 
ty against those who injure us, 
must be subdued ; and we must 
obey the precept of Christ, ‘* Love 
your enemies.”’ 

Family government. instruct- 
ion and religion, must be revived; 
a preached gospel maintained, 
and the Sabbath suitably rever- 
enced. 

Should all the above mention- 
ed evils, which have provoked the 
Almighty to chastize us, be re- 
formed ; and should we become 
an obedient and holy people, we 

might have some good reason to 
hope, that God would remove 
his judgments, and cause peace, 
health and prosperity again to 
visit us, with their attendant bless- 
ings. ' 

Some of the ways have been 
brought to view, in the foregoing 
observaiions, in which a people 
may be said to walk contrary to 
God; and-that such conduct is 
the procuring cause of divine 
judgments: therefore those per- 


sons who are by their rejection of 


God and his Jaw, accessory to the 
evils we experience, are not 
friends to human happiness, noyz 
to the best good of civil society, 
whatever may be their professions 
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' We are not to judge whether 
men are friends or enemies to 
their country by their professions 
only, but by their conduct. Those 
who are the real friends of Jesus 
Christ, and live in obedience to 
the precepts of the gospel, are the 
salt of community, which keeps 
it from putrefaction. 

“If ye be willing and cbedient, 
ye shall eat the good of the land, 
But if ye refuse and rebel, ye 
shall be devoured with the sword, 
for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it.” 

| R. E. 


ON THE EVIL OF SIN. 


Sin is a moral evil, and a mor. 
al evil is sin. Sin, therefore, is 
anevilthing. The trtth of this 
no one wiil dispute. 

But to aclearer under:tandirg 
of this subjeet, it is necessary to 
observe, that all evils are either 
absolute, or relative. 

An absolute evil is an evi! in it- 
Self considered. No reason can 
given, why we consider it pos- 

essing this odious nature. An 
eth evilis, also, a self-evident 
evil. Of course pain, cr misery, 
is an absolute evil. For a'} man 
kind are convinced it is an evil 
by feeling it. And no one can 
give areason why he contiders tt 
in this light, And there is no 
one self evident truth of which 
mankind are more fully and unt- 
versally convinced than they are 
of this, that pain, or misery is an 
evil. If then any person, who 
has felt pain, should deny it to be 
an evil, no evidence could be ad- 
duced to convince him. For 
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only evidence he can have, that it 
is an evil. As pain is in itself 
considered, and self: evidently, an 
evil, it is an absolute evil. 

But where we can give a reason 
why we view any thing to be an 
evil, that thing isa relative evi/. 
It is not an evil in itself; but on 
account of the pernicious effects 
it produces, it is thus called. For 
instance, di-eases are styled evils, 
becaure they produce pain, and 
death, and other hurtful effects. 
For the same reason sin is an evil. 
It destroys much good, is produc- 
tive of misery ; and on this ac- 
count is jus tly styled an evil, 
Hence every thing in the naiural 
and moral world. which 1s justly 
called an evil, on account of the 
pernicious fruits and efiects it pro- 
duces, belongs to the class of rel- 
ative evils. 

To form, howevery, a just esti- 
mate of 7 nature of things, we 
must take into consideration their 
ultimate fr uit. For some things 
produce immediare pleasures, which 
ultimately terminate in misery. 
And -ome things produce imme- 
diate pain, v hich tend to happi- 
ness, u'timaiely. 

Sin afford: much pleasure to 
sinners in this hfe, yet it will &- 
nally plunge them into a state of 
endic:: nuserv. Tc is, therefore, 
to be viewea an evil, notwih. 
standiog the immediate pleasure 
ani satisfaction it afiords io those 
who love tt. 

Beneveclence —_ occaons 
more or less immedizie pain, yet 
it ultimate! y produces happimess, 
for which reason it is properly 
styled a virtue. Every thing, 
therefore, whi.ch would in tts op. 
erations, if not prevented, destrey 
happiness, and produce miscry, ts 
a relative evil, Ln tus lit stg 
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-js to be considered, however much 

satisfaction it may afford the im- 
penitent, or however much good 
they may derive from it in the 
present life.———Also, it must 
‘be evident to every reflect- 
ing mind, that if there was no 
absolute evil, relative evil could 
have no existence in the universe, 
Weare, therefore, to view every 
thing as a relative evil, which will 
in its operation, if not prevented 
‘by God, destroy happiness, or ab- 
solute good, and produce pain or 
misery, or absolute evil. As it 
4s evident, that sin is a relative 
evil, or isan evil because it ulti- 
‘mately tends to produce univer- 
cal misery, we may now consider 
the greatness of it. 

As every thing is evil in pro- 
portion to the ruinous effects it 
produces, the destructive nature 
of sin may be easily seen, by at- 
tending to some of its dreadful 
effects. © 

Sin is the cause of death. 
Rom, iv. !2.. Wherefore, as by 
one man sin entered into the 
“svorld, and death by sin, and so 
death passed upon atl men, for 
that all have sinued. 
am sinned, he received this sen- 
tence, dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return. 

Death is the king of terrors. 
It is an enemy, which all men 
fear ; an evil, which they univer- 
sally dread. A train of evils at- 
tends it. Many hearts are filled 
with guef,and painful sensations, 
when husbands, or wives, or chil- 
dren, or other near relatives, re- 
sign their breath, and their bodies 
are deposited in the silent tomb. 
Such are the bitter fruits of sin. 

2d, It produces every disease 
which has ever afflicted maukind. 
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Sin is the cause of every av- 
enue to death; of all the dis- 
eases which end in our dissolution. 
If ali tho:e persons who are now 
affiicted with the gout, the chol- 
ic, the gravel, and other disor- 
ders, were assembied in one place, 
before our eyes, and we could 
hear their groans, lamentations, 
and piercing cries, and see them 
tossed day and night on beds of 
distress, deprived of comfort, and 
suffering excruciating pains, this 
might impress on our minds 
some sense of the great evil of 
sin; when we reflected that all 
those miseries were the effects of 
it. 

3d. Wars are the fruits of sin. 
The Aportle asks the question, 
whence come wars and fghtings 
among-you } ? And answers, come 
they.pot hence,-even from your 
lusts, which war in your mem- 
bers? If sin had never entered 
the world, the earth had never 
been crim:soned with human 
blood. The lusts of men,such as a 
thirst for property, for power, for 
conquest, for dominion, and im- 
mortal fame, on one side or the 
other, have been the primary cau- 
ses of all the wars which have 
fi}led the world with so much mis- 
ery. As sin is the cause of war, 
one side or the other, or both of 
the contending -parties, are to 
blame for its existence, and will 
have to answer for all its dreadful 
effects. And whdcan enumerate 
alithe evils which are produced 
by contending armies? 

By war, souls are hurried ina 
moment, into the world of spir- 
its, to appear before the solemn 
tribunal of God; the wounded 
eutier the loss of their bodily 
members, and -are tortured with 
pain ; towns are burnt, Citn's age 
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desolated, and become ruinous 
heaps ; the fruits of the husband- 
man are pillaged and destroyed ; 
enormous taxe: are accumulated ; 
widows are multiplied ; morals 
are corrupted ; religion wounded; 
pestilence and famine are produ- 
ced; and families are drowned 
with tears of sorrow, through a 
whole nation, for the loss of a 
husband, a father, a child, or 
some other near relative. And 
that which is still more dreadful, 
is this: that as waris the fruit of 
sin, and cannot be lawful on both 
sides, those, who are slain in bat- 
tle, are murdered; and those who 
are the blamable cause of the 
war, have to answer for their 
blood. To have thousands slaugh- 
tered and murdered in one day, 
as is often the case, if one of the 
greatest evils produced by sin. 
The sword is one of the worst 
judgments with which God af- 
flicts sinful nations, See Ezekiel 
xiv. 21. How much mere, when 
Tsend my four sore judgments 
upon Jerusalem, the sword, and 
the famine, and the noisome 
beast, and the pestilence, to cut 
off from it man and beat. And 
when the evils prevented and 
remedied are not greater, than 
the good destroyed, by a war, it 
is certain nothing is gained by it. 
And when the opposite of this is 
the case, much is lost. But there 
are only a few case: in which it is 
possible so gain more geod than 
will’ be destroyed. Of course, 
there are but few cases in which a 
war is warrantable and justiiabie. 
Finally, when we take into view 
the great, numerous. and exten- 
sive evils produced in society by 
War, we cannot but feel a con- 
ye te that sin is the greatest 
CV is 
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4th. Sin is the cause of all*the 
divisions which prevail in fami- 
lies. towns, states, and kingdoms. 
When mankind are divided into 
parties, they are in a state of hos- 
tility. They are as really oppo- 
sed to each other as contending are 
mies ; and each side aims at a vic- 
tory over the other. So that divi- 
sions preceed from our legal, as 
well as other wars. And they pro- 
duce animosities, anger, jealous. 
ies, hatred, strife, debate, evil- 
speaking, and a catalogue of e- 
vils too numerous to be enumera- 
ted. On the other hand they de. 
stroy friendship; suppress holy 
affections ; suspend the operations 
of vital religion; interrupt the 
peace and harmony of society ; 
give Satan the greatest advantages 
dishonor God, wound religion, 
and tend to the ruin of all good ¢ 
so that our Lord saith, if a house 
or kingdom be divided against it- 
self, it cannhot’stand: When we 
take into view all the evil fruits 
attending divisions, we must pro- 
nounce sin to be a dreadful ene- 


my. And how can those who . 


are the primary causes of divi- 
sions, answer for the great and 
numerous evils they occasion ? 


5th. Sin cisgraces and degrades 


every character it pollutes. 


Holy angels, who shone with a 


glorious lustre around the throne 
of God, and were adorned with 
the most amiable characters, by 
sinning, became in a moment, de.- 
formed, hatetul devils By their 
rebellion they extinguis.ed the 
light with which they :hone ; de. 
faced their beauty ; sullied their 
glory; degraded their naiures,and 
sunk themselves down into the pit 
of shame and despair. Adam, 
also, by sinning, cestroyed him:elf 
and alihis unborn race. 
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Those, who are holy, are the 
heirs of glory; but by one sin 
they disinherit themeelves, and 
Become the heirs of endless shame 
and woe. Sin isthe greatest blot 
any character can receive. It 
turns angels into devils, and ten 
into vipers. Is not sin then the 
greatest evil ? 

6th. Sin destroys the soul. Sin 
is the spiritual death of the soul. 
We are dead in trespasses and 
sins. And however dreadful tem- 
poral death is, the death of the 
soul is far more dreadful. Sin 
destroys both soul and body in 
hell. Like a deadly poison it 
kills and destroys every thing it 
touches. 

‘7th. It stupifies the heart, and 
renders men more sottish than the 
brutes that perish. Sin hardens 
the heart, so that the most solemn 
things do not impress it ; and ren- 
ders it so stupid, that no dangers 
alarm it, nor glories attract it, 
unless accompanied with divine 
power. It reduces mento such 
a state of sottish stupidity, that 
they can sleep, while all the light- 
ings and thunders of Sinai flush 
and roar around them. It leads 
them to neglect their everlasting 
interest for the sake of a few glit- 
tering toys. It closes up every 
avenue to life, and opens the 
flood-gates of death. It sinks 
the soul into a fatal lethargy. 
8th, Itis a separating wall be- 
tween God and us. Your sins, 
saith the prophet, have separated 
between you and your God. It 
removes us to an infinite moral 
distance from God. It keep: us 
from the throne of grace. For 
it excites in men the greatest a- 
version to prayer ; and when they 
make the attempt, their prayers 
2re cold, lifeless, and hypocritical. 


On the Evil of Sin. 
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It makes them lie unto him with 
their tongues, and mock him with 
their lips. It destroys all com. 
munion with God. For there 
cannot be any communior where 
there is no friendship. But the 
carnal mind is enmity against 
God. It effectually destroys all 
intercourse with heaven, and pre- 
vents our tasting the joys which 
flow at God’s right hand. The 
heart. while under the dominion 
of sin, cannot be ravished with 
the beauties of the Redeemer, nor 
walk the streets of the heavenly 
Jerusalem. It binds the soul fast 
in its slavish chains, and makes 
men willing servants to Satan. 
| While saints in heaven, being 
freed from sin, burn with ardent 
love. and intense desires to glorify 
God, we are slaves to Satan, 
strangers to the comforts of reli- 
gion, walk in darkness, and are 
infatuated with madness. Such 
as these are the fruits of sin more 
to be dreaded, than the most 
mortal poison. Yet sin is loved, 
and rolled as a sweet morsel uns 
der the tongue, 

9th. Sin dishonors God. When 
subjects rebel, disregard the au- 
thority of their king, and tram: 
ple his laws under their feet, they 
have done ail they can to reproach 
his character and government... 

But six is rebellion against the 
government of God. Sinners 
would dethrone the Sovereign 
of the Universe, were it in their 
power. This was the sin of an- 
gels, when they rebelled. And 
at this the hearts of all aim who 
have joined with them in their re- 
bellion. Hence, if every divine 
glory is not eclipsed, and the 
throne of Jehovah demolished ; 
if the universe is not ru‘ned, it is 
not owing to the want of a heart 
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in rebels, but to the want of 
power. Do-not such subjects re- 
proach their maker ? 

10th. Sin woundsand crucifies 
Christ afresh every day. All that 
Christ suffered, when an infant, 
when in the gardén, and on the 
tross, was occasioned by sin. Sin 
rejected him, disowned him, and 
persecuted him with tnrelenting 
rape, ‘till he resigned his breath 
on the cross: And from the day 
he éxpired even to this day, the 
sinful heart has tteated him with 
Open contempt. ae 
_ A sinful heart despises his dy- 
ing love, and precious blood. It 
wounds him afresh every day,and 
pierces him with unbelief, and eets 
him at nought. It tefuses to be 
yred by him, and prefers the ser- 
tice of Satan to hie easy yoke. 
It sells him, like Judas, for mon- 
ey, and prefers earthly vanities to 
him with all the glories of his 
kingdom. Thus sin treats the only 
begotten Son of God, the great- 
est and bést character, that ever 
appeared in otir world. In this 
way a sinful heatt manifests a de- 
cided opposition. to the gospel 
plan of ‘salvation, It rejects of- 
fered mercy ; it hates. repentance 
and abhors humility jit turns a 
deaf ear to the calls ot heaven, 
and slights all the’kind invitations 
of the gospel. .Though mercy 
has opened the gate of heaven to 
dinnefs, they tefuse.to enter ; tho’ 
it offers them liberty, they choosé 
slavery 3 though it invites them 
to the marriagéysigpper of the 
Lamb, théy wilbmas come, but 
prefer their oxen’ and theif mert- 
chandise to it. Thus it is oppo- 
sed.to all the offers of salvation, 
and chooses the road which leads 
Ro hell. 

Eich, Sin has produced all the 
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blindness, delusions, impostutess 
and superstitions which have pre- 
vailed in this world. A great 
part of the world, in every age, 
have been so blinded by sin, as to 
loose all knowledge of the living 
ahd true God; and have worship. 
ped the sin, moon, and stars; 

asts, serpents, and inanimate 
matter. The most abominable 
idolatries and supertition: have a» 
bounded in this world. Sin has 
raised up numefots impostorsy 
siich as Mahomet, and the man 
of sin, and filled the world with 
innumerable errots, It has kepe 
the Jews for eighttéen hundred 
years i a state of unbelief, a- 
gainct the most convincing evi- 
dences, proving Jesus to be the 
true Messiah. 

Whet we take into view the 
deplorable state of the heathen 
world, the infidelity of the Jewa, 
the abominable impietie: of pope- 
ry, the numerous sects inChristen- 
dom, who err from the truth, we 
tee how sin has blinded men, and 
turned rational beings into mad- 
men. 

12th. It Has ptoduced the 
greatest confusion and disorde# in 
the moral world. What disorder 
the rebellion of angels occasioned 
in heaven: And thetebeliion of 
men has thrown this part ofGod’s 
dominions into a state of anarchy 
and confusion. It has made the 
fallen angels eriemies to God; and 
man an enemy to God and man. 
Where sin reigns, peace is mter- 
rupted, otder is destroyed, and 
discord grates on the benevolent 
edt. The reign of sin is the reign 
of discord, confusion and disor- 
der. 

Lastly, it produces endless mis. 
ery. It plunged angels from the 
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hell, where they must forever 
gnaw their tongues for pain. 
And from-among men, all, who 
die in’ sin must suffer with the 
devil and his angels the endless 
miseries of the damned. For the 
wages of sih is death. Such e- 
ternal miseries are the ultimate 
fruits of sin; And endless mise- 
ry is an infinite evil. Now some 
of the dreadful fruits and effects 
of sin, though not all, have been 
enumerated. And in view of 
‘this subject, who can deny sin to 
be an infinite evil ? 

Sin is an évil propensity of the 
heart: When it is asserted that 
sin i$ an infinite evil, it #s not sup- 
‘posed, that this evil propensity, 
Or any exercise of the heart; is in- 
finite in magnitude. But it is an 
infinite evil, because it tends to, 
and will finally terminate in the 
production of an infinite evil. Sin 
is an evil.. And why? Because it 
produces evil fruit. Andas itis an 
evil, because it produces evil, it is 
pernicious in proportion to the 
ruinous effects it produces. But 
sin, if not prevented by divine 
grace, will produce endless mise- 
ty, which is equivalent to an infi- 
nite evil. We estimate the mag- 
nitude of every evil by the greai- 
ness of the deadby fruits it brings 
forth. If one drop of any potl- 
sonous hquid will produce as ma- 
fiy bad effects as a fountain would, 
we should view the drop as perni« 
cious as we should the fountain. 
We should stand in as great feat 
of it; afd avoid it with as much 
cate and caution. This shows 
that we dO riot view things to be 
evil iff pfoportion to theif 
magnitude, but in prtoportion 
to the greatness of the evils 
they produce. And in _ this 
tense sin is an infinite evil. Of 


this no one can have a doubt, if 
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he only takes into consideration 
the numbers afid greatness of the 
évils produced by sin.’ It produs 
ces evils almost infinite in nums 
ber, and endless in their duration. 
It is the cause of al/ the evile; 
which exist in the universe, or will 
exist in it through eternity. And 
wé miay as well deny the plainest 
truth, as deny the infinite evil of 
sin, : 

This subject affords many use- 
ful reflections, a few only of 
which will bé mentioned. 

fst.- It leads us to reflect on the 
odiousness of a sinful characters 
The hurhan heart is full of deadly 
poison ; a fountain of abomina- 
tions. Is nota robber, and mur- 
dérer, an Gdious character ? But 
we have the same evil heart,which 
would commit crimes as black, if 
God did not restrain it. How do 
the vilest clfaractets appear in our 
sight ? Equally odious we appear 
in the sight of God, who is per- 
fectly acquainted with our hearts, 
which constitute our characters. 
How then, can he admit us, with 
such hearts, to dwell if his pres- 
ence? 

2d. Men have reason to stand 
in fear of themselves. We fear 
thieves, robbers, and murderers, 
And we have the same _ hearts 
they have ; and have the same 
téason to fear they will cause us 
to commit ¢fimes, which will 
bring shame and ruin upon ‘us,we 
have ‘to feat them. Oh, man, 
stand in constant fear of thyself, 
watch thy Heat, and suppress the 
first motiors#ef sin which begin 
to operate, geen" 

3d. The sinful heart is full of 
madness. If a man shotld em- 
ploy the whole of his time in col- 
lecting fuel in one large pile, and 
when asked for what purpose, hé 
should answer, to feed a fite to 
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consume his body. and torment 
him, should we not proriounce 
him mad ? But sinners spend all 
their days in treasuring up wrath 
against the day of wrath, in pre- 
paring fuel for that endless burn- 
ing. Can any madness exceed 
this? Oh, the madness and folly 
of the human heart! 

4th. Sin is the most powerful 
énemy we have to combat. 

Men have conquered each oth- 
er, subdued kingdoms, and per- 
formed many mighty deeds. But 
who has ever congered sin ? It is 
too mighty for.man; and if not 
subdued by almighty power, we 
must fall a prey to it forever. 

5th. How great is the love of 
God in sending his Son into the 
world to destroy the works of the 
devil. Had not an almighty Sav- 
ior been provided for us, we must 
have fallen eternal victims to sin 
and Satan. And when any haye 
a sense of their sinfulness and 
weakness, then they realize their 
need of a Savior, & the greatness 
of God’s mercy in providing one. 

6th. How great the patience of 
God is in suffering such atrocious 
criminals to live in his world. We 
speedily avenge ourselves on our 
énemies, if we have power. God 
has power to execpte vengeance 
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on his enemies, yet he bears ton 
with them. How wonderful ts 
the patience of God. pi. 

7th. God is just in punishing 
the wicked. Sin is an infinite e- 
vil, and merits an infinite punish- 
ment. Hence the endless misery 
of the wicked will not exceed 
their deserts. | 


Sih. Man must be born again, | 


or he cannot be saved. He can 
never be admitted into heaven 
with a heart full of enmity a- 
gainst God, 

9th, Sinners are warned to lay 
down the weapons of rebellion 
& submit to God. Can you expect 
to prosper in your opposition to 
God ? Now he is ready to pardon 
all who submit. But soon the 
time appointed for granting par- 
dens to the guilty will expire ; 
then you must receive a portion 
with hypocrites and devils. 

10th. How great a_ victory 
those gain, who finally triumph 
over £1n. Infinitely greater, than 
to conquer the whole world. This 
victory Christ will obtain for 
saints. In heaven they will reap 
the fruits of it. There, with rap- 
tures of joy, they will sing the 
new song, and ascribe endless 
praises to their all conquering 
king, CYPRIAN. 


Miscellany. 


From the Christian instruetgr. 
MAXIMS OF THE WORLD. 


Maxim I. Jt is of 20 conse- 
quence what a man’s opinions may 
be, provided his conduct ts correct. ' 

It is a curious fact, that this 
maxim, though seemingly unlim- 
ited in point of extent, is never 
applied except in the cate of reli- 
gion. In political concerns, It ts 


generally considered as a matter 
of the very first importance, to as- 
certain what are the sentiments 
which men have adopted respect- 
ing the nature and design of civil 
government, the extent of the 
royal prerogative, and the rights 
of the people. We might urge, 
with some plausibility, that a man 
might be a good subject, a loyay 
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citizen, and a friend to the true 
interests of the state, whose views 
of speculative politics may rot 
accord with those which have 
been adopted by a particular ciass 
or description of men. We might 
argue, with some degree of jus, 
tice, that, opposition to the reign- 
ing administration cf the eountry 
does not originate so much in cer- 
tain abstract notions which may 
have been imbibed, or even in any 
pectliag systems of political be- 
ief, asin the passions of discon- 
teut, of envy, and ambition, which 
no system of political faith will 
ever be able to eradicate. Will 
this kind of reasoning give any 
satisfaction ? Will ix tend in any 
degree to allay the ferment of po 
litical geal? O: tre contrary,will 
jt NOt increase suspicion, and add 
fuel to the flame ot civil discords 
and animositiee ? Is religion then, 
we wonld ask, the only human 
concern, in which oyr opinions or 
rinciples may be dispensed with? 
Ts the science of politics of so 
mucli importance, that unless a 
man ha: adopted every dogma of 
a particular creed, he ought not 
to be trusted ? And is religion of 
so little importance, that in it all 
are allowed to think as they 
choose? Religior., it will imme- 
_iately be recollected by the 
thinking mind, 18 no ordinary or 
trifling concern. It garries along 
with it considerations of the very 
highest importance. It connects 
itself wi h every thing that can be 
interesting, in regard to the pres- 
ent welfare or final destiny | of 
man. While every thing else has 
to do with man viewed as a Citi. 
zen of this world alone, the child 
of a day, and the victim of cor- 


yuption ; this carries forward our 


views beyond the trifling concerns 
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of a present State, and leads us to 
consider ourselves as the sons and 
daughters of immortality. 
Nothing can be more false than 
the idea, that religious opinions 
are all entirely speculative. Chat 
there are speculations connected 
with religion as with every thing 
else, cannot be denied ; but that 
all those doctrines which pass un- 
der the general name of religion 
are of this description, is a notion 
altogether preposterous, What 
shall we think of those truths 
which have for their subject the 
being, perfection:, and govern- 
ment of God? The person and 
work of him who came in 
the name of the Lord to save us ? 
The pre-ent state and exigencies 
of man? The method whereby a 
sinner may be received into the 
divine favor ? The means wheree 
by our natures may be sanctified? 
And the final issue of sublunary 
things ? Is it of no practical con- 
sequence to know, whether God 
be just and merciful or not? 
Whether our Savior be a divine 
person, or merely a man like our- 
selves ? Whether we be naturally 
in a holy or unholy state? Wheth- 
er salvation is to be obtained by 
personal merit, or by the merci- 
ful interposition of another ?— 
Whether divine grace is necessary 
for sanctifying our souls? Wheth- 
er or not death puts a final period 
to all human hopes, by introdu- 
cing us into a state of endless joy 
or misery ? A man, we shall, for 
the sake of argument, allow,may 
be morally decent whatever are 
his religious principles. But is 
moral decency all that Christianity 
requires? Does it not demand 
something more decidedly religi- 
ous, something more appropriate 
to our character as God’s sub- 
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jects, as Christ’s disciples, and as 
the expectants of heaven? Will 
moral decency fit a man for be- 
holding and enjoying God in 
glory ? for joining the company 
of angels? for chaunting the 
praise of the Redeemer? Out of 
the soil of truly Christian priaci- 
ples, there, grows something pe- 
culiarly elevated and ennob!in 
something of which the falta 
of religious principles. can have 
no conception ; something which 
requires for its existence ‘‘an unc- 
tion from the Holy One.” 

The maxim before us, is, not 
only altogether preposterous ip it- 
self; it is calculated to produce 
the most, baneful cansequences. 
It aims a blow, not at the appen- 
dages of Christianity ; notat the 
mere disputable parts of religion; 
not at the superstitious notions of 
certain misnamed believers: It 
strikeS at the very vitals of reli- 
gion in all its shapes; for if the 
principle be astented to, by what 
shall its application be limited ? 
After setting aside, by one and 
the same RS essentials and 
non-essentials of revelation ; will 
it retain any very high respect for 
the standard truths even of what 
is termed natura! religion ? Can it 
be denied, that the maxim wears 
in every light, a most unfriendly 
aspect towards the interests of vi- 
tal godliness ? Its evident design 
and tendeney are to introduce an 
universal skepticism ; to unhinge 
the most generally prevailing, and 
best founded sentiments of men ; 
to set forth the young adventurer 
on the stormy ocean of life, with- 
out a compass to direct him on 
his way. When this maxim shall 
have gained the ascendancy, we 
may expect a general dearth of 
every thing great and excellent ; 


and the growth of a dwarfish spe- 
cies of morality, which having no 
rain to refresh,nor sun to com- 
municate vigor, will soon wither 
and die. 

Maxim Il. Jtis wrong te ntg- 
lect the concerns of active life under 
the pretext of religious or devotional 
dut 

: This is a maxim, the propriety 
of which. when considered in it- 
self, we by no means dispute. Ev- 
ery man has certain active duties 
to perform in the station which 
God has assigned him. On the 
performance of thece duties de- 
pends the support of himself and 
his tamily, in the rank which he is 
entitled to hold. . If a man neg- 
lects these duties, whatever be his 
plea, he disobeys a positive divine 
command, and discovers his radi- 
cal ignorance of the very first 
principles of religion If then 
we thus declare our assent to the 
maxim which has been mention- 
ed, why do we bring it forward 
expressiy for the purpose of con- 
demnation? We assent to the 
maxim in the abstract; but we 
condemn its practical application. 
It is employed particularly for 
the promotion of two ends. both 
of which are wholly. irreligious 
and unchristian. It is employed 
as a plea for worldly mindedness. 
Under the pretence of care and 
laudable industry in their lawful 
concerns, a very numerou: cla:s 
of men are found to sanction a 
system of the most selfih and 
grovelling nature. Active indus- 
try, though praiseworthy in itself, 
is often found to degenerate into 
worldly dispositions and desires. 
This is particularly the case,when 
money 1s sought for its own sake; 
when the views are confined to 
mere prosperity in the world ; 
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when eternal concerns are absorb- 

ed by temporal interests : and 
when men’ discover more ambi- 
tion after riches and honors, than 
after the favor and enjoyment of 
God. As it is difficult to fix on 
the precise point where ‘laudable 
industry ends, and worldly miind- 
edness begins, men are very apt 
to go beyond the right limit. Re- 
gard to personal interest perverts 
the judgment, and blinds the con- 
science. Men deceive themselves 
with the false idea, that God will 
not disapprove of their zealous 
exertions to promote their own 
welfare, and to provide for their 
children. Hence, in such zeal- 
ous exertions a3 these, the whole 
of their time is occupied. They 
allow for the duties that are pecul- 

satly religious, perhaps, the mo- 
ments of relaxation from business 
or pleasure ; ; and if blamed for 
chus serving God with the dregs 
of their time, their worldly avo- 
cations are made to serve as an 
excuse. ‘The same end they. serve 
also, in regard to the duties of 
beneficence and liberality. “We 
have ourselves and our families to 
provide for ; and charity begins 
at home.”? The whole is a system 
of iniquity. It is built on that 
love of the world which an apos- 
tle directly condemns. It is sup- 
ported by the false and unchristian 
principles of avarice, ambition, 
and selfishness. Among these 
active and industrious men, as 
they like to be esteemed, we look 
in vain for that spirituality of soul 
which is expressly enjoined in the 
sacred page ; for that fellowship 
withGod,of whichSt John speaks; 
for that devotedness to God which 
leads a man to do all for the pro- 
motion of his glory. Their views 
are confined to a present state ; 
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and if we may judge from aps 
pearances, death terminates alike 
their wishes and their hopes. 

2. The maxim under consider, 
ation is employed as a plea for the 
neglect of those duties which are 
more peculiarly religious. We 
refer not here to the external pro- 
fession of religion ; for this, the 
advocates of the maxim do not 
¢ommonly neglect. We speak of 
the mote private and retired 
parts of Christian duty; such 
‘as,'the study of God’s word ; 
meditation on divine thingt; 
the exercise of devout affectiens ; 
celebrating the praises of God ; 
private and domestic devotion. 


tt cannot be denied that’ piety and 


true morality are inseperable. Pi- 


‘ety without’ morality is a mere 


pretence, a hypocritical profession 
employed as a cloak for licen- 
tiousness. Morality without pie- 
ty is nugatory ; it js established 
on no solid principles ; ; it is ani- 
mated by no proper motives ; it 
is exercised for no proper end. 
Certain it is, however, that men 
are in general gery fond of sepa- 
rating the one from the other, 
Morality is generally preferred to 
piety; and the one is studiously 
practised, while the other is neg- 
lected. The reason of this it is 
not very difficult to trace. Mo- 
rality consists, or is supposed to 
consist, in external acts : piety is 
more closely connected with the 
heart. Morality will secure the 
esteem, even of the most aban- 
doned ; piety is not unfrequently 
treated with contempt. Morality 
is productive of present temporat 
advantage ; piety stands connec- 
ted with what is future and spirit- 
ual. Morality may consist with 
the most complete absorption, by 
the cares and bustle of the world; 
piety requires an abstraction from 
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these, a superiority to them, a 
Spirituality of soul to which mere- 
ty moral men dre utter strangers. 
There are some of the reasons 
why piety is neglected, and why 
the duties of active life are held 
in excuse for this. Has man then, 
we would ask, no duties which he 
owes more immediately to God ? 
Has he no blessings for which to 
express his gratitude ? Has he no 
wants, more particularly of a 
spiritual kind, which he needs to 
be supplied ? The truth is, men 
are not disposed to be religious. 
With that defective species of 
morality which consists in the 
performance of just and honora- 
ble deeds, they are pretty well 
satisfied; but religion comes too 
clos¢ to them. It gives some 
disttitbance to them in the indul- 
gence of secret sins. It touches 
the conécience ; it alarms by the 
dread thought of eternity, 

While then, we ‘receive the 
maxim in the abStract, we resist 
its perfifciots application. Let 
morality aid active industry have 
theit dtie place, but let them not 
exclude the interesting duties of 
teligion and piety. Let God be 
uppermost in otf thoughts. Let 
a regard to his glory be the grand 
principle of action with us. Let 
Us prove to ourselves and others, 
that we “love him with all our 
heart,” while we fail not at the 
same time “to love our neighbors 
as ourselvés.”” 

Maxim III. The doctrines of 
grace are favorable to licentiousness. 

This is amaxim of which the 
nen of the world are exceeding- 
ly fond. ‘To superficial observers, 
it seems to be founded on a zeal- 
ous wish to support the cause of 

ractical religion; and it connects 
téself with this self-evident princi- 





ple, that those. doctrines cannot 
be from God which ate licentious. 
in their tendency. One thing, 
however, it is extrémely obvious 
tc remark, that those who maine 
tain the maxim in question, and 
who delight to bring it forward 
on many occasions, are by no 
means remarkable for strictness 
of moral deportment ; and on the 
contrary, those against whom the 
maxim is directed, are generally 
distinguished by the high tone of 
their morality, and the superior 
purity of their lives. These are 
facts, for which, consistency with 
the maxim, no sufficient reason 
can be assigned. It is imposeible, 
that men who ate dvowedly under 
the influence of licéntious princi- 
ples, should exhibif greater purity 
in their lives than those who opea- 
ly reject these doctrines. 

Bat is it equally true, that the 
doctrines of grace are favorable 
to licentiousness ? This idea must 
ptoceed from one or other of the 
following suppositions; either that 
the doctrines of grace teach us to 
form light viéws of sin ; or, that 
they inculcate a lax and deficient 
kind of morality ; or, that they 
lower the obligations of the divine 
law. What are the views then 
which the doctrities of grace lead 
us to form of the nature and de- 
merit of sin? Do they teach us 
to suppose that that only is sia 
which discovers itself in actual 
conduct ? that that only is sin 
which does injury to man; or 
that offences against one class of 
precepts will be done away by o- 
bedience paid to another? Do 
they authorize us to suppose that 
sin is but a trivial evil? that God 
does not look on it with any very 
peculiar displeasure ; and that its 
consequences wil] by no means be 
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fatal ? They inculcate principles 
directly the reverse. They rep- 
resent sin as hateful in the sight 
of God ; as involving in it the 
utter ruin of the transgressor ; as 
calling for the interposition of 
God’s own son in order to its de- 
struction. Can we say as much 
in favor of that scheme, according 
to which God in his goodness is 
supposed to overlook smaller of. 
fences, and to forgive greater 
ones upon sincere repentance ? 

Agains do the doctrines of 
grace lead us to form lax ideas of 
Christian morality? Do they in 
any respect exclude from the cirt- 
¢le of obedience, a particular 
class or description of duties ? 
Do they confine morality to the 
external conduct, without regard 
to the heart and the affections? 
Do they set aside one duty. either 
to God, to man, or to ourselves ? 
Do they represent repentance: as 
unnecessary ; faith asa mere spec- 
ulative assent to certain abstract 
opinions ; or holiness as nothing 
more than conformity to a few 
appointed observances ? On the 
contrary, do they not exalt the 
standard of Christian morality by: 
an appeal te the law as holy, just 
and good? by an appeal to the 
example of him who came to 
‘fulfil all righteousness ?” and by 
a reference of every duty to cer- 
tain grand principles with which 
they require it to have a complete 
agreement ? 

Once more, do the doctrines of 
grace lower the obligations of the 
divine law? Certain it is, they 
represent every kind of human o- 
bedience, even in the highest de- 
gree, as unable to procure salva- 
tion. This they hold to be the 
free gift of God throvgh Jesus, 
But do they represent moral obe- 
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dience to be unnecessary? Because 
holiness of heart and of life can- 
not merit the favor of God or e+ 
ternal life, are they of no use 
whatever ? « Are they not still re- 
quirea as indispensable, in order 
to the attainment of certain great 
and determinate ends? Accord- 
jng to the scheme of grace, holi- 
ness is one grand design which 
Goce had in view. in the plan of 
human redemption. Christ 
came to deliver from sin, and 
from the tyranny of Satan.— 
“He gave himself for us,, that 
he might redeem us from all ini- 
iquity.”” Heaven is a holy state; 
and for this state, we must be pre- 
pared by a course of holy obedi- 
ence. The doctrines. of grace 
are all holy in their tendency, and 
the belief of them operates as the 
radical spring of holy duty. Can 
that system then be licentious in 
its tendency; according to which 
holiness is represented as the 
great desigtt which. is ever kept 
in view throughout the whole of 
God’s gracious; dispensations ? 
If itbe said, that the duties of 
morality are still left insecure ; 
it is enough to ask.in reply, ¢an 
that system which requires purity 
of heart, sanction in any degree 
impurity of life ? 

We would exhort Christians to 
form to themselves: comprehen- 
sive views of the Christian 
scheme; to trace it throughout 
all its practical consequences; to 
entertain high sentiments respect- 
ing the divine law, anc the obedi- 
ence which it requires. Above 
all, we would enforce on them, 
to let their lives evidence, that 
evangelical religion is holy in its 
tendéncy. Let them discounte- 
nance all those who profess to be 
its friends, and who at the same 
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time lead irregular lives. A ho- 
ly life is the most effectual reply 
that can be made to every objec- 
tion and cavil of the adversary. 
Let us not fail in due respect for 
the divine law ; nor abuse in any 
degree the grace of the Gospel. 
‘Let us be transformed by the re- 
newing of our minds, that we 
may prove, or exhibit to the 
world, what is that good and ac- 
ceptable and perfect will of God. 

Maxim IV. Pretensions to a 
divine influence, to fellowship with 
God, and to joy in believing, are en- 
thusiastic in their nature and tenden 


That the doctrine of divine a 
gency, and the principles connect- 
ed with it, may be abused by men 
who, regulate their conduct ac- 
cording to the suggestions of im- 
agiriation, is by no means impos- 
sible. The desire of esteem ona 
religious account, spiritual pride, 
or some interested motive, may 
prompt a man to class himself a- 
mong those who are clearly un- 
der the guidance of the Spirit of 
God. But if we are to reject, as 
enthusiastic, every doctrine which 
has been abused to the purposes 
of enthusiasm, where shall we 
stop? Has not thé general doc- 
trine of Providence been abused 
in a manner exactly similar, and 
for purposes precisely the same ? 
Because false teachers and impos- 
tors pretended to have received a 
divine commission, does it there- 
fore follow, that such a commis- 
sion was not given to the prophets 
and apostles of the Church ? Be- 
fore we can charge any doctrine 
with having an enthustastic ten- 
dency, it becomes us to point out 
soniething in the doctrine itse'f, 
which authorises us to form such 
anotion. It isnot to the abuse 
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of a thing that our attention must 
be directed ; it is to.the thing it- 
éelf, whatever it may be, Let our 
attention then be shortly directed 
to the doctrine of a divine influ- 
ence, in order that we may dis- 
cover its genuine tendency. Is 
there any thing irrational in the 
idea, that the Spirit of God may, 
in a manner unknown to us, ope- 
rate on the spirits of men? Not 
for the purpose of communicating 
any new revelations ; not for the 
purpose of giving a divine com- 
mission ; not for the purpose of 
superseding the natural faculties 
of the human mind ; but in or- 
der to give efficacy to motives 
otherwise inefficient ; to commu. 
nicate strength to those that are 
unable to overcome temptation ; 
to renew and sanctify the soul. 
It is not mairitained, that divine 
gtace destroys or sets aside the 
mental powers : or that it annihi- 
lates the natural liberty of man as 
a moral being. If it be asked, 
what proof can any individual 
give us that he enjoys this divine 
influence ? We answer, he can 
give us the most satisfactory of 
all proofs in a holy and virtuous 
life. If the necessity of holiness 
in this point of view be set aside, 
then indeed the floodgates of li. 
centiousness, and of the worst 
kinds of enthusiasm, are opened ; 
then, indeed, men may pretend 
what they choose ; and advance 
many pompous claims to a super- 
natural guidance. But to every 
pretender of this kind, Scripture 
authorizes us to put the question, 
‘‘What dost thou more than oth- 
ers 2’ 

That divine truth, when cordi- 
ally received, shouid produce cer- 
tain effects upon the soul, is not in 
any respect ifrational. Has the 
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contemplation ofGod in his moral 
attributes, and in his endeared re 
ations to us, no tendency to eie- 
vate & ennoble the min? Ha: the 
thought of hum whe came to save 
the lost, of that grace which the 
Gospel has communicated, of 
those joys which it sets before us, 


no tendency to detight the mind, 


to imvigorate. its energies, to 
brighten its hopes? Do not the 
scriptures speak of a “ peace 
which passeth all understanding?” 
Of a ‘joy which 1s unspeakable 


vand full of glory ?”. Of a “hope 


which entereth into that within 
the vail >”? - Where shall we fird 
any thing Jike enthasiasm in the 
idea, that. divine truth should not 
only be known and belteved, but 
that it should be also /fe/t and en- 


joyed ? The fact seems to be ; 


men advance a charge of enthust- 
ant against every thing which 
does not accord with their own 


‘experience. What, then, would 


the pliilosopher think were he rid- 
iculed as an enthusiast, because 
he speaks of a sublime pleasure 
atising from the discovery of 
trath ?> Would he not conclude 
at once, that those who advance 
the charge were totally ignorant 
of that truth, te the discovery of 
which he has devoted Kis mind ? 
What then, though the behever 
be stigmatized as an entitusiast by 
an ignorant and unbcleving 
world? Let him resist their fa- 
vorite — with vigor and 
perevérance. Let him maintain 
the Yo aétrine of divime agency m 
all its extent. Let him meditate 
on diving ttrth. and egpect a holy 
colichtand joy inse duin g. Let 
the love ef God rule in (ur heart’; 
and let us prove by our itves, 
that the peculiar doctrine: of the 
Gospel. althouy ly they, suit no. 
che tate of carnai men, are, nev- 
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ertheless, doctrines ‘according to 
godliness.’?~ 

Maxim V. We must not be sin- 
gular in our religion. 

That the Christian must mingle 
with the world to a certain ex- 
tent ; that he must often be called 
to witness its follies and its crimes; 
that he must even, in some re- 
spects imitate those who make 
this world their portion, are facts 
which cannot be denied. Hence 
this conclusion has not unfre- 
quently been drawn, that the dif- 
ference betwixt a. Christian, and 
other men, if there be any, ought 
never to appear. He must not 
pretend to condemn what the ma- 
jority of his brethren approve. 
He mus* not dissent from the geri- 
erally received opinions, He 
must keep his religion to himself, 
and allow it not to influence his 
ordinary social intercourse. He 
must nor aim at more _ holiness 
than his neighbor, since this, in 
the opinions of some, is the very 
essence of spiritual pride, and the 
most effectual method of driving’ 
men from religion. The opén 
and direct profession of religion 
must be reserved for certain sta- 
ted periods, such as the weekly 
return of the Lord’s day. The 
religion of ordinary life must dis- 
play is: £ in nothing more thn 
in the taithful discharge of rela- 
tive duties. Prayer, meditation, 
and devotional exercises, are now 
grown antiquated, and ought 
therefore to be relinquished. 

That the Christian ought not 
to ofect singularity, we readily al- 
low ; but that, in many respects, 
he must appear singular, isa truth 
which results necessarily from the 
very profession he makes. B 
fore the case can be otherwise, it 
must be proved, that in every im- 
portant respect, Christianity and 
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the. world harmonizé together. It. 


must be proved, that the princi- 
pies of the one are the principles 
of the other ;_ that the spirit of 
the one is the spirit of the other ; 
and that the. lines. of conduct 
which each recommends, will be 
found, in all cases, to run parallel 
to one another. Whence, we 
would ask, has arisen the opposis 
tion, which, in evety age, has 
been made to the self-denying 
doctrines. the heavenly precepts, 
the sublime morality of the Gos- 
pel? How is it, that while men 
are allowed to be enthusiastic in 
every o her pur-uit, enthustasm in 
religion is considered as synony- 
mous with religious frenzy? How 
is it, that the great Christian du 

ties of self denjal,.o: humility, of 
heavenly miadedness, of absirac- 
tion from the world, are despised 
as indications of a mean spirit, 
and altogether unworthy of po- 
ble minded men? It is evident 
that the devout feelings and dis- 
poritions of love and gratitude to 
God ; of zeal for the propagation 
of truch ; and ardent desire for 
the saivation of men, are recom. 
mended in ine sacred page. We 
would seriously ask, are they in 
like manner recommended by the 
world? It,is evident that the 
sacred Scriptures attribute much 
to the efficacy of prayer, and of 
attendance on sacred ordinances. 
We wouid again ask, is a mych 
attributed by the world? ihe 
truth is,Christianity and the world 
are. in every thing e:sential, di- 
tectly at variance ; and hence, it 
necessarily follows, that they who 
reculate their conduct by the one, 
must appear singular to those, 
who obey implicitly the dictatw 
of the other. There is ‘also this 
important distinction betwixt a 
Christian and other men, that 
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while they go wherever interest 
may lead, he listens implicity to 
the voice of conscience, and of 
duty. When he hesitates, there: 
fore, to proceed in a certain 
course, it is attributed to a-fickle 
and changeable disposition. When 
he strenuously refuses to lend his: 
aid to a bad cause, he is represent 
ed as obstinate and uncompying. 
In thece and a thousand similar 

cases, he must be singular, since 
conscience and duty imperiously 
demand that it shouldbe so. A 
man of the world is generally dis- 
tinguished by that easy and com- 
plaisant temper of mind, which 
leads him to overlook the boun- 
daries of rectitude and truth; a 
Christian, on the contrary, is de. 
cided in his principles and rules of 
conduct. ‘The one shape. his 
character and life, according to 
the ever-varying :uggestions of 
tecular interests and honors ; the 
other appeals, on all occasions, to 
one standard. which ts as immuta- 
bie as tts Author. 

Che reason why the profes:ion 
and practi e of true religion at- 
taclae- to itseif the charge of sin- 
gularity, is to he found in the de- 
gencracy of modern times, in re- 
gard to religion. So few are 
found to list themselves decidedly 
in the cause of God, that when 
any one, particularty in the higher 
classes, is found zealously and 
promptly to support it, he 12 look- 
ed on a? a monstrous production 
inthe moral world. Alleyes are 
directed towards him. His name 
is associated with a particular class 
of opinions ; it is well if be is not 
branded with certain opprobrious 
epithets. It is certainly no pie asiag 
trait in the character of what is 
termed the Christian world, that 
real religion is £0 very rare, a3 te 
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bring along with it the charge of 
singularity. But because religion 
is singular,are we,on that account 
to relinquish our pretensions to it? 
Once there was a period when 
knowledge and refinement were 
far more rare, and on this account 
far more singular than vital reli- 
gion at present is. Had our fa- 
ther: been deterred by the charge 
of singularity from prosecuting 
their researches, and maturing 
their benevolent schemes, we 
should, at this moment, have been 
elevated very little above the rank 
of barbarians. Let us not then 
fear the reproaches of a misguided 
and unthinking world. Religion, 
though accounted singular by an 
irreligious multitude, is by no 
means a singular thing in the unt- 
verse ofGod. It has been patreniz- 
éd & practised,more or less,by the 
wise and the good of every age. 
Tt is still, we hope, exemplified jn 
the lives of many who are orna- 
ments to human nature, but of 
whom “‘the world is not worthy.” 
It is practised, in all its extent,by 
those nobler orders of intelligent 
beings who fill the higher parts 
of creation. They are grieved to 
find, that to be a friend of Jesus, 
is considered as a singular thing ; 
andthey wonder af the perverse- 
ness of those who wonpid assign 
tis as a reason why the friendship 
of Jesus should be reiinquished. 
Jet us also derive consolation from 
the thought, that a period is fast 
approaching, when, even on earth, 
the knowledge and the service of 
God shall be universal. “The 
glory of God shall be displayed, 
an.i all flesh shall see it togeth- 
ly 

It isnot my design to specify 
all the corrupt maxims which the 
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world is found, more or less to res 
commend. Those which I have 
stated may serve as a sufficient 
specimen, and they have been se- 
lected as being most generally 
prevalent. To one charge, and’ 
that of no trivia} nature, they are 
all liable: Their genuine tendency 
is to lessen the influence of religt- 
ous truta on the minds of men. 
They are all founded on principles 
altogether different from those of 
the Gospel; and they may be 
viewed as parts of a great system, 
which has been brought into com- 
petition with that of Christ and 
his apostles. To this system, 
whether it discovers itself in a 
cold and desolating scepticism, in’ 
a professed disregard to all religi- 
ous principle,or in the adoptien of 
expediency as the standard of du- 
ty, it becomes the enlightened’ 
Christian to be on his guard. 
For securing him against its pers 
nicious influence, nothing is better 
adapted than the steady belief of 
those grand principles which are 
> stent in Evangelical 
hristianity. Let these be eleva- 
ted to the rank of ruling and effi 
cient power. Let them be allow- 
ed to influence the faculties, af: 
fections, and passions of the soul; 
and let them be resorted to as the 
practical directors of ordinary 
life. They will constitute that 
divine armor, which may be 
found sufficient to resist alike the 
fiery darts of Satan, and the less 
observed, but no less deadly ar- 
rows, of generally prevalent un- 
godliness. Let the spirit of 
Christ dwell richly in us; and 
then shall we be eutthed to “walk 
worthy of the vocation where- 
vith they are called.” 
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From the Panoplist. 


ON COMING LATE TO PUBLIC 
WORSHIP, 


Mr. Editor, 

I nave long thought of troub- 
ling you with a tew remark: upon 
the habit of coming late to public 
worship: I say the Aabit, be- 
cause I have observed in a consid- 
erable number of congregations, 
that some persons rarely come in 
til] after the service has commen- 
ced. 

. Whether this-is to be attributed 
to sloth, or design, 1 shall not 
presume to determine. [ strong- 
ly suspect, however, that in ma- 
ny cases, it is owing to the for- 
mer, and in some, at least, to the 
latter. : 

* If people rise at a late hour, 
as it cannot be denied that many 
do, on the Sabbath morning, it is 
almost a matter of course that 
they should be Jate in every thing 
through the day. 

The suspicion may perhaps be 
deemed uncharitable ; bu: a long 
course of observation has led me 
to think. that the desire of being 
particularly noticed, when they 
enter the house nf God, induces 
some to enter it late. 

It is certain, at any rate, that 
more than a few seem to derive 
more satisfaction from the stare 
of a full house, as they march 
through the aisles to their pews, 
making a full display of their 
persons and costly attire,than from 
the prayers, praises, and instruc- 
tions of the sanctuary. 

But whatever may bethe cause 
or causes, of the habit in question, 
I am ture you will agree with me, 
Sir, that it is highly reprehensi- 
ble. I am aware, that occasional 


hiridrances are unavoidable ; but 
those persons who are always, or 
usually, or very frequently, a- 
mong the last at pubiic worship, 
can by no means be excused. for 
their tardiness. 

If it is our duty to assemble. 
with the people of God, in his 
house upon the Sabbath, then. it: 
is our duty to be there, in season, 
that we may unite: in the intro 
ductory prayer, hear the Scrip- 
tures read, and join in the first 
singing. Surely that man must 
be a stranger to the spiritual de- 
lights of publie wotship, who 
feels no desire to be present at its 
commencement. What wouid be 
thought of a son, or a servant, 
who should cast such practical 
contempt upon the appointments 
of his father, or master. Jf God, 
then, de a father, where is his han- 
or? Lf he be @ master, where is his 


fear ? 


Further, it shouid be always, 
and solemnly, remembered, that 
no religious ordinances can be 
of the least avail, without the di- 
vine blessing ;, and what reason, 
let me atk, has any one to expect 


such a biessing upon the latter. 


part of the public service, if he 
carelessly, or intentionaliy, ab- 
sents himself at the beginning. 
The personal loss of the loiterer, 
in this case, though it may be in- 
finite, involving nothing less than 
the loss of hi- soul, is not the 
only evil resulting trom the habit 
under consideratiun. 

He injures others as well as 
himself. His example. especially 
if he be a person of consequence 
in the pari:h, is likely to be copi- 
ed by a crowd of humble imita- 
tors. If he bea master of a iam- 
ily, his children qnd domestics 
will naturally walk in his steps. 
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Nor is this all. By entering the 
assembly after the exercises are 
begun. he disturbs. almost the 
whole congregation. I have been 
pained exceedingly, at the noise 
and bustle, by which a large part 
of those, who wish to worship 
God without distraction, have ev- 
idently been prevented from hear- 
ing the voice of the’ speaker.— 
This, as it strikes me, is at once 
a violation of an invaluable reli- 
gious privilege, and an outra 
upon one of the first rules of good 
breeding. 

if my neighbor makes it a point 
to be early at worship, that he 
may unite with his brethren in 
the first exercises, what right 
have I to disturb him in his devo- 
tions ? or what right has another 
to disturb me in the same cireum- 
etance: ? 

i sha!l conclude for the pres- 
ent, with an anecdote, which I 
kiave some- where met with, and 
which [think worthy of being u- 
uiversally known and remember- 
ed. An aged and pious lady, 
who lived some miles from the 
place of public worship, was ob-. 
terved to be always among the 
Girst at meeting. Being ‘asked 
how it was possibie for her, con- 
sidering her age and the distance, 
to be there to early, she made 
thisshort but memerabte reply : 
“Jt is a part of my religion, not to 
disturb others im theirs.”* 


The following brief_comparison of 
fle Calvinistic and Armiman sys- 
ms, iS eXtracted trom the Evangelic- 
sf Mayazine, published in London. 


JHE CALVINISTIC AND ARMINIAN 
DOCTRINES COMPARED, WITH 
AEGARD TO THE HOPE OF SAL- 
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VATION WHICH THEY RESPEC- 
TIVELY AFFORD TO SINNERS IB 
GENERAL. Lf 


[Ina letter to a Friend. ] 


My dear Friend, 


As one sincerely desirous of 
being instructed in the good ways 
of the Lord, you ask in your last, 
‘Does not the doctrine of the Ar- 
minians seem -to afford greater 
hope of salvation to sinners in 
general, than the doctrine of the 
Calvinists? I am well aware 
that Arminian preachers fre- 
quently say, ‘That they preach 
free grace to all; but that Calvin- 
ists preach. free grace only to a 
few.’ They believe, and wish 
their hearers to believe, that the 
Arminian doctrine affords greater 
Lope of salvation to sinners in 
general, than the Calvinistic doc- 
trine. However, I desire you will 
impartially consider whether this 
be not a misapprehension of the 
matter. 

f will take the liberty of ap- 
pealing to yourself, and ali oth- 
ers who have had frequent op- 
portunities of attending the 
preaching of the Calvinists, 
whether their preaching, in gen- 
eral, tends in the least to discour- 
age penitent sinners, who are con- 
winced of their lest and ruined 
state, to come to Jesus Christ tor 
life and salvation. Deo they not 
most earnestly and affectionately 
gnvite sinners of every description 
to come? Do they not shew, ac- 
cording to the word, that God 
does net reject any who are wil- 
ling to receive the salvation that is 
in Christ? Therefore, the doct- 
rise of Calvinists affords the. most 
satistactory hope of salvation to 
aii who are willing to accept it 
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God’s way. How then does the 
doctrine of Arminians afford 


greater hope? Does it afford 
hope to such as continue impeni- 
tent and unwilling to accept of 
the gloricus salvation which is in 
Christ ? Certainly not. Then, I 
ask again, how does the doctrine 
of Arminiansaffords greater hope 
of salvation to sinners in general, 
than the doctrine of Calvinists ? 

I desire vou will further con- 
sider, whether the doctrine of 
Calvinists does not afford greater 
hope of salvation to sinners in 
general, than the doctrine of Ar- 
minians? All the hope the doc- 
trine of Arminians affords, de- 
pends on the supposed strength 
of sinnersin general to come to 
Jesus Christ ; for they will not 
allow that God bestows distin- 
guishing grace upon one more 
than another. If they were to 
allow this, they would allow what 
would amount to as much as 
Calvinists understand by election; 
and, indeed, the hope that de- 
pends on the strength of a sinner 
to eome to Jesus before he is cre- 
ated anew and born of God, is 
but a very weak one: for man ‘is 
dead in trespasses and sins ;—he 
is darkness ;’—his ‘carna! mind is 
enmity against God ;’—yea, his 
enmity is such, that he ‘cannot 
come to Jesu: except the Father 
draw him :’ therefore, the doc- 
tiiné of Arminians does not af- 
ford the least hope of salvation to 


any sinner who believes his state 


to be such ag it is represented in 
the word of God ;— but, accord. 
ing tothe doctrise of Calvinits, 
myrtads of the fallen race of Ad 
am have been given to Christ,and 
these shall all certainiy come to 
him, and have everlatting Ife. 


‘He shall see his seed ; he shall 
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prolong his days ; and the pleas. 
ure of the Lord shall prosper in 
his hands. He shall see of the 
travail of his soul and shall be 
Satisfied,’ 

In a word, the doctrines of Ar- 
Miaians and Calvinists agreé in 
shewing, that God will certainly 
receive every returning sinner ; 
they agree in shewing, that ‘Eve. 
ry one who asketh receiveth, and 
he whe seeketh findeth, and fo 
him that knocketh it shall be o- 
pened ;’—but the doctrine of Ar- 
minians Coes not afford the least 
certainty that any one will come 
to ask, seek, or knock: while the 
doctrine of Calvinists affords the 
greatest certainty,—a certainty 
founded on the promise and faith- 
fulness of the unchanging God, 
‘That a people numerous as the 
morning dew, shall be made wil- 
ling in the day of his power.’— 
Therefore, judge you, my déar 
friend, whether the doctrines of 
Arminians or Calvinists afford the 
greatest hope of salvation to sin- 
ners in general. 

The doctrine of election (as it 
is held by Calvinists in general) 
never dves harmtoany man. It 
never has caused the destruction 
of any; but has cau‘ed the salva. 
tion of thousands. It keeps none 
from Christ ; but draws many to 
him, even as many do come to 
him. When seven thousand wete 
saved from the almost general a- 
po:tacy in Istael. in the days of 
Ej:jah, by the election of grace, 
election did infinite good to the 
said seven thousand who wete sa- 
ved, while it did no harm ta the 
rest. When many thotsands of 
the Jews were saved in the same 
manner, in the daye of Christ and 
hiz apostles, election did unspeak- 
able good toso many 4s were sa- 
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¥ed, while it made the circum- 
Stances of the rest no worse. 
Therefore, if election does s0 
much good to myriads, while it 
injures notie, here is no room to 
find fault ; but with adofation to 
admire the riches of God’s 
grace. Itisa certain fact that 
God saved Saul, thé persecutor. 
Asan unchanging God, he must 


‘have acted herein according to a 


previous design ; or, which is the 
same thing, he must have saved 
him ‘according to the election of 


grace.’ It must be admitted that 


this act was a most merciful act 
with regard to Saul himself ; and 
herein God injured no man liv- 
ing, neither in this world nor the 
next : he thereby put no impedi- 
ment in the way of the salvation 
of any man; and if God injuted 
no man by actually saving Saul 
in time, he certainly injured no 
man by purposing from eternity 
to save him. The same observa- 
tion will hold good with regard 
to every one who ehall stand at 
the right hand of the Judge at 


last. God’s decree of election is - 


heiter more nor less than his e- 
ternal design to do good, ard only 
good, in the salvation of sinnets. 
Election hath nothing to do with 
any who perish ; therefore, there 
is nothing forbidding in the elec- 
tion which Calvinists preach. It 
is not an election that drives sin- 
ners from Christ, but that draws 
sinners to Christ. It appears to 
ime, that all the success which has 
attended the miristry even of Ar- 
minians themselves (and I have 
no doubt that the ministry of 
them has been attended with 
great success) is ultimately ascti- 
bable to God’s graciou: decree of 
election. I remain,dear friend, &c. 
J. He 
Llanbrynmair, ( Wales.) 


finite difference. 








From the Panoplist. | 
ON ENDLESS PUNISHMENT. 


_Some persons seem willing to 
allow, that a long life of wicked- 
ness, and sins of great enormity, 
deserve endless punishment, while 
they maintain, that a short space 
of iniquity, or sins of smaller ag- 
gtavation do not deserve endless 
punishment. This is inconsistent. 
For between the most lasting and 
flagitious acts of wickedness, and 
those which are most transitory, 
and are attended with the most 
palliative circumstances, the dif. 
ference is only finite ; whereas, be- 
tween endless punishment limited 
to whatever space, there is an in- 
Henee, if sins of 
the duration of ages, and of the 
most aggravated nature, merit e- 
ternal destruction, so do the most 
momentary, and the smalfest sins. 
Justice can, I believe, make a dif- 
ference inthe degree, but not in 
the duration, of their punishment, 
who atone in person for their 
crimes. 0. E. 


ON THE PUNISHMENT OF SIN, 


A view of the miseries whicl¥ 
sinners endure in consequenge of 
their transgressions, tends to en- 
large our sense of the evil of sin, 
and of the justice of the Deity. 
The importance of having a cot- 
rect idea of the greatness of these 
two things cannot reasonably be 
denied. Js it not evident that our 
sense of sin as an evil, and of di- 
Vine justice, will be great or small, 
according as we believe the pun- 
ishment of sin to be great or 
small? Now such is the nature of 
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man, that things which he has 
witnessed long ago, affect him 
but little, while he is greatly mo- 
ved with those which are now in 
his view. This being the case, 
can it be proved dy reason, (I am 
perstiaded it cannot be by Scrip- 
ture,) that, for the promotion of 
the two great objects abovemen- 
tioned, it is not necessary that sin- 
ners, dying impenitent, should be 
forever tormented in view of the 
saints in heaven ? 0. E. 


« 


ON MATURAL AND MORAL INA- 
BILITY. 


Some persons say, that a wish 
to have religion, or to love the 
divine character, implies the ex- 
istence of religion, or love of the 
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sentiment by saying, that a wish 
to be in any place is avery dif- 
ferent thing from being there ;— 
that a wish to be rich is very dif- 
ferent from being rich. But this 
is not a refutation of tke former 
fentiment. We may indeed wish 
for many things which it is be- 
yond our natural power to obtain, 
without obtaining them. But it 
implies a centradiction to say, 
that we choose a thing which we 
have natural power now to have, 
and yet do not have it. 

If aman at one time loves the 
world from choice, and at anoth- 
er loves the Deity from choice, I 
would ask whether he chose to 
love the Deity before he did love 
him—whether he chose to love 
the Deity at the same time that 
he chose to hate him. The friend- 
ship of the world is enmity with 


divine character. Others deny God. O. E. 
this, and think: they refute the 


Religious Intelligence: 


Extracts from a letter containing infor- 
mation relative to the spreading of 
Christianity in the East, communica- 
ted by Dr. Naudi, to some persons in 
London. 


(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 64.) 


“Tue Jews very much opposed his 
connection with the Christians, won- 
dering what could induce this good 
man to leave their ancient religion to 
join himself to this sect. Instead of 
being the least alarmed by this oppo- 
sition, he used his utmost exertions 
from the time he embraced Christian- 
ity, to persuade his brethren, thie 
Jews, (‘‘because,”” as he said m a let- 


M 


ter from Tripoli,*} “always remem- 
bering the great Christian charity that 
you and your friends in Malta have 
shown in persuading and converting 
me to the true faith and religion of 
Jesus Christ, I think I can never do e- 
nough in promoting the religious in- 
terests of my fellow-creatures, and es- 
pecially of my brethren the Jews, 
whom I see to be obstinate in unbe- 





* After he had resided three months 
in Malta, he returned to Tripoli onac- 
-couat of his business, which is so ex- 
tensive that he has four counting-hous- 
es; one at ‘Tripoli, Smyrna, Scanda- 
roon and Barbary, at each of which 24 
clerks are employed, 
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Yief.” In his last letter! Before I left 
Malta, he asked us to send the-largest _ 


number of Testaments we possibly 
could, as he had it in. his power todo 
great good with them in matiy ways. 
Being unable at that time to send him 
any copy of the Scriptures from Mal- 
ta, this worthy gentleman sat up whole 
nights to transcribe the, gospel of St. 
Luke, in modert Arabic and Greek, 


with his own hands.—The Bible Soci- 


ety is now printing another edition of 
the Modern Greck Testament, of a 
smatler size than the former ; and the 
Society fer propagating Christianity a- 


- mong the Jews has promised me to as- 


sist as much as possible this so zeal- 
ous an advocate of, and so attached a 
friend to the Christian faith. 

“Mr, Kako, who remained a long 
time with me in Malta, is a Carayan- 
sera merchant, a man of very consid- 
erable property and conseqnence, but 
so pious and persevering in his exer- 
tions to promote the knowledge of the 
gospel in the different parts where he 
happens te be, that his undertakings 
will be sufficient to’ fotm a publita- 
tion of themselves. His journey in 
general is from the east coast of the 
Mcditerranean Sea, to nearly the bor- 
ders of China, passing through Syria, 
Persia, and all the populous cities in 
that part. Wherever he goes, it is his 
custom to collect the people whom he 
can meet with, particularly the nomi- 
nal Christians, to preach to them in 
public, and to give them Bibles or 
other religious books. He informed 
in one of his very interesting Ietters, 
that in his passage from Santorini to 
Cyprus, he was obliged to stay some 
time at Rhodes, where he endeavored 
to do some spiritual good, and to 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ in 
that istanu, which exhibits a sad scene 
of religious and moral desolation. On 
his arrrival, being with the Turks and 
Greeks ina kind of market, he gath- 


ered some of them about him, and be- 


gan to speak of his voyage, to gain 
their attention, as they are very 1gno- 
rant; he then introduced a discourse 
on religion, and on the blessed gospel. 
ile was heard with pleasure, and the 
people began to increase so much, that 
ona few days the Bashaw sent for Ka- 
ky to ask him why the people crowded 
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around him; and to inquire of him 
what that amusing book was, which 
he wasreading to them ; saying, that 
he had been informed ‘that it was a- 
gainst God, and therefore against Ma- 
homed, ‘and contrary to the Turkish 
government. Such an inquiry frem 
the Bashaw, would in general have 
been considered, under their despotic 
government, almost like a sentence of 
death ; but Kako had often met with 
similar difficulties, and said that he al- 
ways found on these occasions great as- 


sistance from heaven ; and it is remark- 


able that he usually had a presenti- 
ment of such trials. He therefore 
courageously answered the Bashaw, 
“The book is the Bible, which is the 
Holy Book containing the immutable 
law of our common Creator, and there- 
fore aannot be in any way contrary to 
God, or to his holy will: and as for 
Mahomet, he is never mentioned from 
the beginning to the end of the book ; 
for it was revealed, inspired, and writ- 
ten, before Mahomet was born, in the 
third place, there is nothing against 
the government : sofar from it, if the 
subjects of the Grand Seignior will 
eavefully read this book and attend ,to 
its precepts,they will not only be more 
happy, both in this life and in a future 
one, but they will be more faithful and 
obedient to the Ottoman Porte.’ At 
the same time he presented the Bash- 
aw with the bible, that he might ex- 
amine it nore at his leisure, after hav- 
ing pointed out to him various passa- 
ges on the subject of obedience due to 
the sovereign, and submission to the 
powers that be. This was enough. 
The Bashaw accepted the book, and 
proved that he was satisfied, saying 
“Go on, go on,”’ which Kako did, dur- 
ing his remaining residence in the isi- 
and 3 collecting every day large con- 
gregations of people. We have sent 
twodozen Bibles, which were reccivy- 
ed with eagerness, and distributed by 
a Dervise or ‘Turkish Mook, accord- 
ing to the directions left by Kako. 

“In the same letter my friend Kako 
writes, that this Dervise is a man of 
good character, who has begun to read 
the Bible with the hope of discovering 
the true religion.” 

Pine 
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Lonstitution and Laws of Charity Li- 
braries, under the care of the Berk- 
shire and Columbia Misstonary Socte- 
ty. 

ArticLe l. This Library be- 
jongs to the Berkshire and Columbia 
Missionary Society ; and is to be con- 
tinued in this settlement for the ben- 
efit of subscribers so long as they shall 
make a good use of it, and the mis- 
sionary Society shall not think it may 
be more needed, and more useful in 
some other destitute settlement. 

2. Any head of a family, by sub- 
scribing this Constitution and these 
Laws, may, with his family, enjoy the 
benefit of the Library. 

3. YVhe Officers shall be a Librari- 
an and two Assistants, who shall con- 
tinue in office till others are appoint- 
ed. 

4. The Officers shall be appointed 
from among the subscribers by a mis- 
sionary, who will consult the wishes 
and the interests of the people. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Li- 
brarian to keep the books with care; 
to give them out to subscribers ac- 
cording to the law; to set down ina 
book, kept tor that purpose, the num. 
ber of the volume, and the time when 
drawn and returned; to inculcate on 
every one, who draws a book, to take 
special care not to grease it, or dirty 
it by the hands, or any other way, not 
to burn or tear it, net to ho!d it in the 
hand at the same time with a candle, 
not to suffer it to be put into the 
hands of small children, and when not 
in use, to keep it in a chest, or trunk, 
or other place of safety; and, moreo- 
ver, to examine houks, when returned, 
to note damages on ablank leaf at 
the end of the volume; toexact fines; 
to take charge of all monies, belong- 
ing to the Library, and to sce that the 
Jaws are observed. 

It shall be the duty of the Assist- 
ants, toaid the Librarian, as he may 
iced in the execution of the duties of 
his offic2, and especially to assist him 
in settling disputes between him and 
the subscribers, and, with him to see 
that the subscribers observe article 
Oth, and also, with the Librarian, to 
make report to the inspecting mission- 
ary. 
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7. Incase of the failure of the Li. 
brarian, by absence, sickness or death, 
the Senior assistant, and, in case of 
his failure, the other assistant, shall 
perform the duty ofthe Librarian, till 
another shali be appointed, 

8. These books shall not be drawn 
on the Sabbath ; but, on any other day, 
a subscriber shall have a right ‘to 
draw one book at a time and no more; 
provided always .that he shall not 
have two bound books in his posses- 
sion at ance. 

9. The subscribers shall refrain 
from labour and business on the Sab- 
bath; they shall not indulge in the 
habit of visiting on that day, or of re- 
ceiving’ Visits, except in cases of sick- 
ness, or for religious conversation and 
prayer: they shalirefrain from amuse- 


ments and sports, such as fishing and - 


hunting on the Sabbath, and bear tes- 
timony against all those vices and 
practices in others. They shall en- 
gage to restrain their children and 
families, and take them to the worship 
of God as often as they can conven 
iently, and particularly to hear .the 
preaching and attend to the instriic- 
tion of missionaries, whenever they 
shall be sent among them. 

10. Any subscriber, who shall vio- 
late the Laws, and persist in the vio- 
lation, may be suspended from draw- 
ing books, when the officers shall 
judge best; and if he shall not make 
satistaction so as to be restored tohis 
privilege when the missionary inspects 
the Library, his name may be erased 
from the book, and then he shali have 
no more right in the Library till he 
make satisfaction. 

To all these Articles we, the sub- 
scribers, dofreely consent. We also 
bind ourselves to observe them sacred- 
ly, together with those rules that are 
printed, and fixed in the books of the 
Library. If we should fail to observe 
these articles and rules, we solemnly 
promise to deliver up the books, which 
may be in our hands, when demanded 
by the Librarian or an inspecting mis- 
sionary. 


A few notes respecting unbound books, 
Etc. and also the printed rules which ave 
fixed in each volume, are gmitted. 
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The following articles on the subject of 
Tracts are taken from the first num- 
ber of the New England Tract Soei- 
ety. 


CONSTITUTION. 


During the last twenty years Many 
millions ofreligious Tracts have been 
distributed by Christians, in Europe 
and America; and during the last 
twelve years the religious public in 
New England have taken an, active 
partin this labour of love. Theexpe. 
rience of the past affords abundant en- 
couragement to continue and extend 
efforts of this description. For the 
purpose of directing and combining 
all the energy and activity which can 
be brought into operation, in this 
cause, a number of individuals, in dif- 
ferent parts of New England, have 
agreed to form themselves into a So- 
ciety, and have adopted the following 
Constitution- 

Art.1. The Society shall be styled 
The New England Tract Society. __ 

Art. 2. The object of this Society 
is to promote the interests of vital 
godliness and good morals, by the dis- 
tribution of such Tracts as shall be 
calculated to receive the approbation 
of serious Christians of all denomina- 
tions. 

Art. 3. Any person, who shall pay 
twenty dollars, or more, into the 
Treasury of the Soeiety, at any one 
time, shall bea member for life; and 
any person, who shall engage to pay 
twodollais, or more, annually, shall 
be a member so long as his subserip- 
tion shall be paid. 

Art. 4. Every member shall be. en- 
titled to receive three fourths ef the 
amount of his subscriptiogs, in Tracts, 
aft cost. And any person, who shall 

engage to pay a less sum, annually, 
than is sufficient to constitute him.a 
member, shall be entitled to receive 
‘Tracts in the same proportion, and at 
the same rate. © : : 

Art. 5. There shall be an annual 
yeeting of the society in Boston, on 
the. Monday preceding the General 
Election, at 6 o’clock, P.M. whena 
President, a Vice President, a Corres- 
ponding Secretary, a Recording Sec- 
fetary, a Treasurer, an Assistant 
Preasurer, an Auditor, and an Bxecy- 


Nem England Tract Society. 


Mancg, 


tive Committee, shall be appointed by 
ballot. 

Art. 6, It shall be the duty of the 
Executive Committee to superintend 
the publication and distribution of 
Tracts; to procure a place of deposit 
in Boston; to appoint correspondin 
committees; to appoint a genera 
agent, who shall conduct the sales; 
and to make'report of their doings at 
each annual meeting. | 

Art.7. Any religious or charitable 
Society, or any association of persons 
fer the reformation of morals or the 
suppression of vice, shall be entitled 
to, receive Tracts at cost. 

_ Art. 8. No tam shall be laid upon 
the members. | 

/Airt. 9. At any annual meeting, 
such amendments of the constitution 
may be made, as shall be recommended 
by the Executive Committee and ap- 
proved by two thirds of the members 
present. 

To the friends of religion in New Ene- 
land. 


That the extensive distribution of 
cheap Tracts, must have an important 
influence upon the community, cannot 
be doubted. This influence will be 
good or bad according to the nature of 
the Tracts distributed. The splen- 
did talents of Voltaire, were never em- 
ployed against Christianity with sp 
much effect, as when they were devo- 
ted to the writing of small ‘Tracts, of 
licentious tendency, for gratuitous dis- 
persion among common people. A 
respectable writer who had ample 
meang of information, affirms, that the 
industry and efforts of afew infidels, 
directed to this object, was a prime 
instrument of producing those terrible 
convulsions, which have since shaken 
the ,civilized world. The British 
Christians, taught by the zeal and en- 
terprise of infidels, resolved “ to foil 
the enemy at his own weapons.” A 
society was formed, whose design was 
to print religious ‘Fracts, in so great 
quantities, and at so cheap a rate, that 
good men of small means might be 
able to give them away; and that all 
the hawkers and little pamphlet shops 
in the kingdom, might be enlisted, 
from the ordinary love of gain, to 
aid their circulation. The success of 
this undertaking syrpassed the mest 
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sanguine expectations of its firierids.— 
From the last report of this society, 
it appears that. its Tracts have ¢iicu- 
jated “from the shores of the Baltic 
tothe Cape of Good Hope, through 
the whole of Europe and Indix, arid 
were pressing upon the inhabitants of 
China; and that within the short pe- 
riod since the Institution conimenced 
its operations, flo less than turk- 
TEEN MILLIONS of Tracts have been 
distribtited by its agency.” 

Within the same period, similar so- 
cieties have béen established in vari- 


‘ous countries of Europe, ‘particularly 


in Denmark and Sweden. By one 


‘parish of the latterkingdom, 600,000 


Tracts have been distributed: and 
500,000 in another place, by the be- 
nevolence ofa sitigle wealthy individu- 
al. 

In differént parts of our own coun. 
try, many have'etigaged in the same 
good work, with no incorsiderable 
zeal and success. Indeed, the amount 
of good already ‘accoinplishéd in the 
United Statés, by means of religious 
Tracts, can never be éstimated, till it 
is revealed inthe light of eternity.— 
But much remaids to be done. No 


‘Society has hitherto Been established, 


on a plan of operations sufficiently ex- 
tensive and permafient, to atiswer all 
the great purposes for ‘which such ‘dn 
institution is needed, To créate ‘a 
society that shall pesséss means, ade- 
quate to these purposes, is the design 
of the plan herewith presented to the 
public. 

It is to be distinctly understood 
that this society is not designed ‘to 
interfere with the province of reli- 
gious Magazines. Much of the mat- 
ter which renders these periodical 
works especially valuable to their rea- 
ders, is not adapted to the design of 
Tracts. ‘These.must besimple, seri- 
ous, practical. They must be intelli- 
gible to the “ way-faring man,” ‘and 
the tenant of the cottage. Learned 
criticism, discussions in polemic the- 
ology, and even articles of religious 
intglligence, unless comprised in a 
few sentences, can have no place sn 
these little pamphlets, which are de- 
signed for promiscuous, and, to a 
great extent, gratuitous dispersion 
among those, who otherwise would 
scarecly read any thing, Instead of 


‘empfoy it in doing good. 
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diminishing, they with doubtless in. 


crease the demafid forreligious Maga- 
Zines. . 

Itis to be understood also, that this 
Society is not intended to supersede, 
ortointerfére with any of those Tract 
or Moral Societies which are already 
established. On the contrary, its pri- 
marty object is to aid such societiés 
wherévéer they are formed; to multi- 
ply their numbers, to encourage and 
increase their efforts, till their sal- 
utary infhience shall be felt in every 
village of New England. 

Too long have good men stood still 
‘in criminal supineness, or silent des- 
‘pondence, while a flood of licentious- 
nesg has been sweeping away the in- 


‘stitutions of Christianity, and the land 
‘marks ef our fathers. 


It is time that 
they, who have slumbered amidst 
these growing impieties, or have wept 
over them in'secret places, should 


‘anite in acommon effort to “ strengthen 


the things that remain, and that are 
ready to die.” — 

The period is portentous. While 
war with its dire calamities, ra- 
ges over Christendom, while the 
Worst passions of mén are let looge 
frofn réstraint, while the world is over- 
turned atid the earth rent in pieces; 
it becomes the friends of Zion to adore 
the righteous Providence that is thos 
Smiting the nations. But it becomes 
them not to sitdown in sfoth. God 
has ‘made éveéry tfian responsible for 
the use or abuse of his personal influ- 
ence. Whether that influence is 
— or small, he is sacredly bound to 

The field 
for action is extensive: the motives 
to action are various and momentous. 
In this Christian Jand, the Sabbath 
is dreadfully profaned, and in some 
places, is in danger 6f being utterly 
forgotten. Multitudes throng the 
road todeath. ‘These immortal crea- 
tures can not be brought to conside- 
ration, till they are first bro’t to read. 
They cannot read without books: and 
a great proportion of them will never 
have books, ‘unless they are furnished 
by the hand of charity. Here then is 
an urgent call for the exercise of 
Christian benevolence, on a_ large 


‘scale. The New England Tract Soci- 


ety is established for the purpose of 
pubiishing a great vaticty of the bast 
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Tracts that canbe procured, by se- 
lection or original composition, and 
in such quantities as to supply all the 
demands of individuals or societies, 
in different parts of the country, The 
deep interest which this subject has 
already excited, the promptitude and 
liberality with which many have en- 
tered into the plan, and contributed 
the means for iis execution, is regard- 
ed as an auspicjous omen that it wiil 
be attended with the blessing of 

Heaven, and the cordial cooperation 

of the friends ‘of religion. 

Itis thoucht proper to insert in the follow. 
ing pages, a note taken fromthe Rev. 
Dr, Mivver’s life of Dr. Rovc- 
ERS, which furnishes an interesting 
testimony to the importance of Reli- 
gious Tract Societies. 


Among the various means used 
for disseminating Divine truth, scarce- 
ly any seem better adapted to promote 
this great and good work, than the 
judicious and extensive dispersion of 
Relizions Tracts. Many may be indu- 
ced to read a Tract of a few leaves, 
who could scarcely be prevailed upon 
to peruse a vglume. And the same 
sum that wquld purchase a volume, of 
ordinary size, to place. ina single hand, 
would purchase a sufficient number of 
excellent Tracts, to place in, st least, 
pne hundred hands. ‘The good which 
may, under God, be done in this way, 
js incalculable. A small fragment of 
a book, or a Tract of tenor adozen 
pages, and which may be procured, by 
the quantity, for a single cent, may be 
made the means ofawskKening and cqn- 
version, in the first instance, to one or 
more individuals ; of soon exciting a 
thirst. for .religious Knowledge in a 
neighbourhood ; and ultimately of in. 
troducing the Gospel into a large dis- 
trict of country: and thus of impart- 
ing to thousands everlasting blessed- 


ness! 
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A volume might be filled with similar 
accounts ; but these must suffice. 

“In a late short journey, I was 
pleased with the manner in whieh 
some small publications I took with 
me, were received by persons in many 
places. In some of them I stopped, 
and introduced the delivery with a 
short address, which I found often had 
good effect. I now and then saw a 
tear start in the eye, and gratitude 
beam in the countenance. In most 
cases, I exhorted the person to whom 
I presented a Tract, to read it with 
attention, and pray to God for a bles- 
sing.’ Once in my way -to Lae 
passed a poor man employed in mend- 
ing the road. Istopped my horse, and 
addressed him affectionately respect- 
ing the great concerns of his soul and 
eternity. I save him a small Tract, 
and begged him to read it, and pray 
over it, which he promised to do. _ In 
afew days I returned the same way, 
and providentially met with the same 
poor man. I inquired whether he had 
read the little book I gave him. He 
began to weep, and humbly replied, 
‘I have, Sir, andthank you for it. I 
have learned what J did not know be- 
fore, and what I hope.{ shall vever for- 
get.’ 

** About twelve months since a per- 
son thus addressed me—‘ Sir, do you 
remember, about two years ago, giving 
some little books about religion to 
persons on the road to » Ire- 
plied, I perfectly well recollected dis- 
tributing some hundreds in that neigh- 
bourhood, about that time. ‘ Yes, Sir,’ 
said he, ‘and you called a poor mgn 
from a field, where he was working, and 
asked him if he could read ; he said, 
No. You inquired if his children 
could read ; he replied in the affirma- 
tive, Yougave him some Tracts; he 
took them home; his children read 
them to him—the Lord blessed them 
to his soul. His eyes were enlight- 
ened, his heart affected, and his mind 
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‘The following facts will speak to the 
pious and feeling mind with more 
force, than any reasoning which the 
Writer can employ on the subject — 
‘Chev are communications from per- 
sons who have paid particular atten- 
tion to this subject, and have been hon- 
oured as the instruments ot doing much 
good by the distribution of Tracts.— 


filled with sorrow. He sought retire- 
ment, poured outhis soul betore God, 
and became a new creature in Christ 
Jesus ; has joined a church, and now, 
with bis wite and children, appears to 
be following the Lamb.’ I was deep- 
ly impressed with this account, and 
intimated a wish to seehim. He was 
soon informed of it, and sent te re- 
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quest that I would preach in the neigh- 
bourhoed. I rode out accordingly, 
and preached at a farmer’s house, 
where an aged woman had been for 
triany years a cripple, and incapable 
of hearing the Gospel out of her own 
house. 1 continue to preach there to 
this day ; and have every reason to be- 
lieve; that the old woman, aged eigh- 
ty yeat'’s, her son, the farmer, and one 
of the neighbours, are truly converted 
to God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Such has been the blessed result of a 
few Tracts casually dispersed in the 
most barren parts of & 

** A pious and benevolent lady, who 
had been intrusted by the committee 
ofa Tract Society with a large num- 
ber of their publications, writes thus, 
‘It will be gratifying to the Commit- 
tee to learn that the liberality with 
which they have permitted me to dis- 
perse their Tracts in this place has 
not been in vain. An evident blessing 
has accompanied their distribution — 
Through the medium of one of them, 
a soldier in one of the regiments sta- 
tioned here, marked among those who 
knew him as a most profane and wick- 
ed man, has been stopped in his ca- 
reer of iniquity, led to forsake the 
broad road in which he was walking, 
and enabled, it is hoped, to seek and 
find the narrow path which leads to 
everlasting life. His former wicked 
companions have in vain solicited him 
to return totheir society; while those 
few of his comrades who are them- 
selves religious, beholding the great- 
ness of his change, exclaim, * What 





‘hath God wrouglit'! itis his work, 


and wonderful in our eyes ” Another 
soldier, it is hoped, has been truly a- 
wakened to a sense of his sinfulness, by 
reading in a Tract entitled, * Short 
Sermons,’ the address on the text— 
Without holiness no man shall see the 
“ord. It was putintohis hands when 
sick in the hospital, and by it he was 
Convinced that he was, both by nature 
and practice, destitute of all holiness, 
and consquently without hepe tows ds 
God. Inconsiderable distress of mind 
he began to read his Bible, and there 
became acquainted with the gracious 
method of salvation it reveals.- I have 
seen those who have conversed with 
him, and they have expressed them- 
selves much pleased with his deep hu- 
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mility of mind, his earnest desire to 
walk worthy of his. new and holy pro- 
fession, as well as with the accounts 
they have heard of his general de- 
portment.’”’ 

A minister at writes thus— 
‘* Some time since a friend of mine gaye 
to a woman who attends our church, a 
few Tracts to take home for her hus- 
band, who was about seventy years of 
zge, and had grown grey in the ser- 
vice of sin ; having not only neglected 
religion himseif, but violently perse- 
cuted his. wife for attention to its im- 
pertant duties. He read the Tracts, 
and the happy result of their perusal 
was a deep convictiomof sin, and con- 
cern for salvation. He lived just long 
enough to lay hold oneternat life, and 
to afford a pleasing testimony to the 
sincerity of iris faith. After about 
six months’ illness, he died in full de- 
pendance upon the sacrifice of Christ 
for ‘he justification of his soul in the 
sight of God; acknowledging, with 
almost his last breath, that he should 
have to bless God forever, for those 
who hadbeen instrumental in the salva- 
tion of his immortal soul.” 

Another says— Among other per- 
sons to wliom I gave your Tracts way 
a young woman in the village, who was 
very careless about the best things. 
She read it, and it was useful to hen 
A few days afterwards, she came to 
me in concern, saying, sbe had laid the 
book in her window, and the case- 
ment being open, she supposed it had 
been blown by the wind into the road, 
and wished to have another, which I 
gave her. A short time after this, it 
appeared that her conjecture was true. 
The wind had blown the Tract into the 
road, where it, was picked up bya 
younp woman that was passing by, at 
the time ; and she had reason to hope 
the book had been very useful to ber, 
by bringing her to attend regularly 
upon the means of grace, as well as 
producing a great change in her cen- 
duct.” ; 

The foilowing extract from alate 
Report made by the Religious Tract 
Soeiety of Londen, is worthy of being 
preserved and recollected. 

‘‘In every district the Traets have 
been gratefully received, and eagerly 
read... ‘he, pious dissributors have 
Leen met with smiles, or followed 
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With benedictions. They have often 
been casually accosted and recogni- 
zed by individuals they had long for- 
gotten, andhave been reverenced as 
the bearers of a message from God, 
which, through his: grace, they had 
not delivered in vain. This cannot 
ae surprising to any one, who con- 
siders what a Tract reallyis.. Tothe 


| eye, it consists but of a few printed 


pages, without any pretensions toe ty- 
pographical beauty. To the under- 
standmg, it is something infinitety 
more grand atid venerable, than the 
most:splendid of merely human com- 
positions. It contains ‘ the words of 
eternal life.’ It is the Gospel in min- 
iature. lt concentrates the very es- 
sence of revelation, and presents, ina 
form the most simple, precise, and 
striking, the radical truths and pre- 
cepts of Christianity. It isan admo- 
hition of human depravity, a proclama- 
tion ef Divine mercy, » summons to 
faith, repentance, and prayer, a remon. 
strance against sin, aA exhortation to 
duty. Of sucha nature are the publi- 
cations which the Society would wish 
to disseminate over the earth : inthe 
tnorning sowing the seed, and in the 
evening withholding not their hand, 
as they know not which shall prosper, 
or whether both may not prosper a- 
like. Such are the arrotvs, which are 
shot indeed ‘ ata venture,’ but which 
they would scatter through the air in 
such thick and universal profusion, 
that they should not fail to fix in the 
hearts of ail the King’s enemies,” 

Can any Christian, after reading 
such representations as these, with- 
hold his countenance, or his contribu- 
tions, when he has it in his power to 
afford either, to Religious Tract Soci- 
etics 2? He who is not animated to ex- 
ertion by the bare possibility of such 
facts being realized in his own exper- 
ience, is little to be envied, either for 
his humanity, or his Christian spirit. 





Marcr; 
Plan for Auxiliary Tract Societies. 


Wherever a Moral Society exists it 
is recommended that it become also a 
Tract Society; by a subscription of 
so many members as please to do it, 
to pay $10, ormore, as a life subscrip- 
tion, or a given sum annually, till 
their hames are withdrawn. Where 
no such society exists—a Tract So- 
ciety may be formed on some such 
plan as the following, viz :— 

Art. 1. This Society shall be called 
the Auxiliary Tract Society of B—— 
[the name of the town or parish. | 

Art. 2. Its officers shall be a Presi- 
dent, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Distributing Commit- 
tee. 

Art.3. Any person subscribing and 
paying $10 or more shall be a mem- 
ber for life; any person subscribing 
la year shall be a member so‘long 
as this subscription is paid; and any 
person subscribing and paying a small- 
er sum than $1, shall be entitled to 


‘Tracts, in the same proportion as 


members, viz at cost. 


ORDINATION. 


, On the 16th inst. the Rev.Eruraim 
Hottanp Newron, was ordained 
over the Congregational church and 
society in Marlboro’. The Rev. Ho- 
sea Beckley of Dummerston made the 
introductory prayer ; the Rev Sylves- 
ter Sage of Westminster preached 
the sermon from Thess. ii. 3 & 4; 
The Rev. Thomas H. Wood of Hali- 
fax made the consecrating prayer; 
The Rev. James ‘Tufts of Wardsbo- 
tough gave the charge; the Rey. 

illiam B. Stowe of Wilmington 
gave the right hand of fellowship aad 
the Rey. Jonathan Nye of New Fane 
made the concluding prayer. 


DONATIONS TO THE VT. MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Naomi Lusk; Castlcton - 


Part ofa Legacy of Rey. Joseph Marshall — - 


Females, Cornwall - 


scoaleeeinsi diieatmet Seat 1,10 
; ° e _ 24,00 
~ - al = = 13,5 










